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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references cited in the Search Report 06/23/2006 have been considered, but 
will not be listed on any patent resulting from this application because they were not 
provided on a separate list in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1). In order to have the 
references printed on such resulting patent, a separate listing, preferably on a 
PTO/SB/08A and 08B form, must be filed within the set period for reply to this Office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Osada et al. (Osada - US 6,066,91 6) taken with Na et al (Na - US 6,1 04,465). Fig. 4 of 
Osada shows the basic features of these claims. Thus, looking at Claim 1 , and 
comparing it with Fig. 4, a substrate 1 for an electronic device is shown in which a 
plurality of conductive lines 2 are formed having a "straightly extended" portion 2c from 
their front ends and thereafter "bend by turns in substantially the same direction" at 2b 
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for connection to "connection targets" 2a. Osada, instead of the varying widths for the 
"straightly-extending portions" 2c to equalize the resistance values as recited in Claim 1 , 
discloses a set of resistors 9 to perform this function (col. 5, line 5). Na is cited to show 
a functionally equivalent feature of the resistors of Osada. That is, Na shows in Fig.4 
therein a panel with a plurality of interconnecting conductors L1-Ln to a display in which 
the interconnecting conductors vary in width to "produce uniform resistances" for the 
display (col. 4, line 1). 

5. The Supreme Court in KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc. 82 USPQ2d 1385 
(2007) has held that the simple substitution of one known, equivalent element for 
another to obtain predictable results is not patentable under 35 USC 103. Thus, here, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art (with Osada and Na in front 
of him/her) to substitute the known equivalent element of using resistors (Osada) for 
equalizing the resistance values with the known functionally equivalent element of 
varying width conductors (Na) for equalizing the resistance values for conductors 2c in 
Osada, since predictable (and common) results of achieving equalized resistance 
values occurs. Claim 1 is therefore not patentable under 35 USC 103. 

6. Regarding Claim 2, note driving circuitry 4 and 5 at the front ends of conductive 
lines 2 in Osada to meet this claim under 35 USC 1 03. 

7. Regarding Claim 3, note target lines 2a are a plurality of parallel lines to render 
obvious this claim. 

8. Regarding Claim 4, note the right angle bend between conductors 2c and 2b to 
meet this claim under 35 USC 103. 
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9. Regarding Claim 5, see Fig. 3 of Osada to show a display area A defined by 
opposing sides in which the straightly-extending portions are arranged in an area 
outside the display area as recited to thus render this claim obvious. 

1 0. Regarding Claim 6, note that bus lines of the various figures in Osada are row 
electrode lines or gate electrode lines 2a to thus meet this claim under 35 USC 103. 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 7, note that display area A is also defined by third and fourth 
sides (top and bottom) opposed to each other and perpendicularly to the one or other 
sides, and a driving circuit 5 outside of the display area is adjacent to one of the third or 
fourth sides to thus render this claim obvious. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN HEYMAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5730. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 571- 272-1787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John Heyman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2871 



